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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


MIRA FURLAN - THE REBIRTH OF AN ACTRESS 


Conducted at Babylonian Productions, 
Sun Valley, CA. January 10,1996, 
by Michael Zmuda with Tom Bateman. 


CS: When you came to the United States you 
brought with yourself a list of credentials as a 
critically acclaimed actress. Did you feel like you 
were starting your career over again because 
many Americans were not familiar with your 
work? 

MF: Yes, yes | feel that I’m starting all over. It's 
a very disturbing feeling actually. But it’s the way 
it is. Somethings can not be taken away from 
you — your experience, your knowledge, your tal- 
ent, if you've got any. It’s a feeling that my life 
has been broken, the discontinuity is scary. You 
are kind of trying to glue pieces together, and 
with your life, somehow get this feeling of conti- 
nuity, which is a very, very important feeling in 
life. It’s a tiring thing to be starting all over when 
you've done things, and the feeling of people not 


really knowing what you have done and not really . 


caring. It’s hard for people to see something in į 
another language. | think Europeans are 
much more aware of other cultures, other 
languages, then Americans are. | guess that 
comes with the position of being a super- 
power, the only one in the world. And we 
Europeans all speak English, so why would 
they speak any other language. There is a 
feeling of frustration, but that’s the way it is. 
| am the lucky one . . . | guess. | am one of 
the lucky ones because | can continue my 
career and life. The war in the former 
Yugoslavia has done a horrible thing to 

22 million lives which have been broken, 
and there is absolutely no continuity in 
their lives anymore. People are helpless, 
people can not continue. So, in that way | 
shouldn't complain too much, although | do. 
That’s human nature. 

CS: Your presence on BABYLON 5 has helped 
it to become a popular science fiction show. 
Were you familiar with the genre before appear- 
ing on BABYLON 5? 

MF: | knew of the basics of the genre. | read 
Asimov, | read Sturgeon, Clarke, authors like 
that. | was not aware of the hugeness of the 
whole thing. | did not know that science fiction 
had such a following, | almost can say a parallel 
word to the so called normal world. And l'm also 
amazed and beautifully surprised at the loyalty of 
fans, the real, real interest. For me, who has 
lost an audience and the appreciation with this 
war, it means much more. It really is a big deal 
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when people tell me what | do means something 
to them. That was a big and wonderful surprise. 


CS: How did you become involved in 
BABYLON 5? 
MF: The most ordinary way. My agent sent me 


to an audition, and then | completely forgot 


about that auditi ‘ou do, The techniques 


Mira Furlan 
BABYLON 5’s Minbari Ambassador Delenn 


that you have to develop . . . that I'm learning, 
because we didn't have that whole system in 
Yugoslavia. In Europe it’s not that way. Somehow 
its all smaller, people know you if you do some- 
thing then somehow the word of mouth gets 
around. But this is a huge country, so this whole 
thing with auditions is a whole new thing for me. 
So it was just one audition and | got the job. 
Nothing very interesting. 

CS: What was your first impression of the role 
of Delenn? 

MF: | had to deal with heavy make-up in that 
pilot. That was such a strange experience, I've 
never done anything like that. My ideal as an 


actor is to get rid of all the ‘devices’. If acting is 
searching for truth then you want to be able to 
do it without any devices like effects, make-up 
and so on. All at once | happened to be in the 
middle of something completely different, | had 
to find the truth, invent. That was hard for me, 
all at once you don’t have your face anymore, 
you don’t know who you are anymore. What do 
you work with? Where are you in all that, that is 
the question. Also they wanted to change my 
voice. | was without my face, they wanted to 
put lenses in my eyes, my whole face was cov- 
ered . . . then they wanted to change my voice. 
So the questions that you pose to yourself is 
“where am |?”, “why me?”, and “how can | reach 
myself through all these obstacles?”, because 
they are all obstacles. Although, | have to say 
that Andreas Katsulas helped a lot. We talked 
about it when | went through moments of crisis 
and doubt, thinking, “God, is that what they 
need me for?”. All acting started with masks in 
rituals, that’s how they started. Through all 
< these devices, through all these obstacles, 
et’s call them, actually you can free yourself 
in a weird way. You believe yourself and you 
are not limited by yourself all the time. You 
go to another area, you can in a way be 
freer. And that is really true, and he is 
proof of that. He reaches such freedom 
in his acting, | am always amazed at 
what he does through all that make-up. 

Its been interesting, | think. | think | 

learned a lot. 

CS: Delenn is a very dramatic role. 

How different is it from any role which 

you have played in Yugoslavia? 

MF: lm very familiar with drama, that 

was always what | liked doing. My fifth 

major TV series that | did in Yugoslavia 
which brought me popularity, was a TV series 
about life in a little town on the coast. | played a 
woman who is very tough - | really loved that 
role because it was a tough woman who knew 
what she wanted, who never said yes to her 
husband when she didn’t agree, who was fight- 
ing for her rights in every second. There were a 
lot of extremely dramatic fights between hus- 
band and wife in that series. | was lucky enough 
to play a majority of big dramatic roles in the 
theater. Drama is always something that | feel 
comfortable with, which is strange. | think it is 
a perversity in a way. But | need that, | need 
drama, | need heavw stuff, so to say. The 
emotions and so on, it’s a way to go deeper 
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UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 
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Following are conventions that will be featuring 
BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that guest 
changes may occur due to last minute problems - 
unless a guest is confirmed to attend they may not 
have a commitment to appear! For a quick 
response to any inquiries send an SASE. 4> 


LepreCon 22, May 17-19, Francisco Grande 
Resort, Casa Grande, AZ. Adam “Mojo” Lebowitz 
and John Vornholt are scheduled to appear. 
Contact: LepreCon 22, PO Box 26665, Tempe 
Arizona 85285; 602/945-6890; 
jpatton@primenet.com, mwillmoth@bix.com 
SciFi Dreamin’, May 24-26, Lycoming College, 
Williamsport, PA. Michael O'Hare is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: SciFi Dreamin’, 1738 E. 

Third Street, Williamsport, PA 17701; 
http://www. hway.net/dreamin ; 
scifidream@aol.com . 

Wolf 359/The Encounter, June 7-10, Norbreck 
Castle Hotel, Blackpool. JMS, Bruce Boxleitner, 
Michael O'Hare, Stephen Furst, Bill Mumy, Ron 
Thornton, Greg Funk and Fionagh Cush from Optic 


YOU THINK ABUT THE 
LENNIE, HON tA YOU TINK PAN tals 
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Nerve, David Basson, and Jim 
Mortimore have been invited. Contact: 
Wolf 359/The Encounter, 37 
Branksome Road, Southend-on-sea, 
Essex, SS2 4HG, England. 


Chicago Comicon, June 21-23, 
Rosemont Convention Center, 
Rosemont, IL. JMS is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: The Chicago 
Comicon, 6830 Camden Road, 
Downers Grove, IL 60513; 
708/852-2514; 

sysrich@uchimvs1 .uchicago.edu ; 
74667.2260@compuserve.com . 
Babcom ’96, June 22-23, Le Palais, 
Hammersmith, London. Guests are to 
include Jerry Doyle, Andrea 
Thompson, Claudia Christian, Peter 
Jurasik, Richard Biggs, Mira Furlan, 
and Jason Carter. Contact: Stargazer 
Productions International Ltd., 4 
Aspenwood House, Ipsley Street, 
Redditch, 898 7AR, England; 0891- 
517037. 


RebelCon, July 5-7, Taunton, MA. 
Michael O'Hare, Richard Biggs, Pat 
Tallman, and Mojo are scheduled. Contact: World's 
End Productions, 10 Rankin Street, Worchester, 
MA 01605; 1-800-SSREBEL. 

Shore Leave 18, July 12-14, Hunt Valley Marriott 
Inn, Hunt Valley, MD. Richard Biggs, Peter David, 
Tim DeHaas are confirmed to appear. Contact: 
Shore Leave 18, PO. Box 6809, Townson, MD 
21285-6809; 410/821-5563; heyer@stsci.edu . 


Fantasticon, August 2-4, Los Angeles Airport and 
Hilton Towers, Los Angeles, CA. Bruce Boxleitner, 
Peter Jurasik, Mira Furlan, Richard Biggs, Stephen 
Furst, Pat Tallman and Walter Koenig are scheduled 
to appear. Contact: Fantasticon, PO. Box 821673, 
South Florida, FL 33082-1673. 


Toronto Trek 10, August 2-4, Regal Constellation 
Hotel, Toronto, Quebec, CN. Jerry Doyle is sched- 
uled to appear. Contact: Toronto Trek, Suite 0116, 
Box 187, 65 Front St. West, Toronto, Ontario M5J 
1E6; 416/699-4666; skyracer@ix.netcom.com; 
t.shell1 @genie.com. 


Concorde ’96, August 23-26, Radisson Edwardian 
Hotel, Heathrow, England. Patricia Tallman is 
scheduled to appear. Contact: Concorde ‘96, 138 
Crosslands, Stantonbury, Milton Keynes, MK14 
6DF, England. 
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Shadow Con. August 24, Sheraton Tara Hotel, 
Merrimack, NH / August 25, Sheraton Tara Hotel, 
South Portland, ME. Claudia Christian is scheduled 
to appear at both locations. Contact Phoenix 
Productions, PO. Box 496, Biddeford, ME 04005. 


Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard 
Biggs is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising Star 
Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, VA 
24153; 703/389-9400. 

Necronomicon 96, October 11-13, Tampa, FL. 
JMS is GOH. Contact: Necronomicon '96, PO. Box 
2706, Riverview, FL 33569; 813/677-6347. 


Atlanta StarCon & Comics, November 1-3, 
1996, Marriott Century Center Hotel, Atlanta, GA. 
Guests include Michael O'Hare. For further informa- 
tion, write to: 482 Gardner Road, Stockbridge, GA 
30281. 
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United Fan Con, November 1-3, 1996, Sheraton 
Monarch Place Hotel, Springfield, MA. Guests 
include: Jeff Conaway. For more information, send 
a SASE to: United Fan Can, 500 Monroe Turnpike, 
Monroe, CT 06468; (617) 986-TREK; 

http: //www.pcnet.com/~alanr/ufc.html . Tickets 
are also available through Ticket Master. 


FantastiCon ’96, May 31-June 2, Sheraton Hotel, 
Munich, Germany, and Sheraton Hotel, Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany. Claudia Christian, Peter Jurasik 
and Greg Funk are scheduled to appear. Contact: 
0180-5 30 31 01. 
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somehow, to feel deeper, to learn more about 
human nature. Some people have it, | always had 
that inclination towards drama. | did some come- 
dies, | did some light stuff too, but this is what | 
really feel. 

CS: The timing that each episode has been 
filmed at must be very fast paced. Do you find it 
an effort sometimes to keep track of the story 
arc, especially since it is sometimes shot out of 
sequence? 

MF: That's true. Sometimes fans who follow 
everything and who know everything ask you 
questions about certain episodes, and all at once 
| don’t know what was before or what was after. 
It's hard to keep everything in your head at all 
times. You shoot out of sequence - episodes get 
mixed up in your head. Sometimes | have to 
remind myself, sometimes | have to go back and 
read an episode. Sometimes | do that in order to 
connect things and to understand things. Yeah, 
that’s hard. | think Joe has a miraculous mind. 
I'm trying to keep all the pieces together in my 
head . . . he writes them. He imagines the 
whole work, he puts them together, all these 
pieces. That's amazing. | feel so much admira- 
tion for that. 

CS: Do you think that in reality two totally dif- 
ferent beings, like Delenn and Captain John 
Sheridan, can have a relationship like theirs? 
MF: Yes, what does it mean different beings? 
Does it mean racially different beings? Of 
course | do. | hate racism, that’s why | left my 
country, and my ; 

career, and my 
friends, and my fami- 
ly, and my whole life. 
That is why science 
fiction is great - it's 
anti-racist, it’s 
essence is | think. 
Would you agree with 
that? | think that is 
beautiful. Of course | 
do think that different 
beings, different 
species, different 
races can live togeth- 
er, and should con- 
centrate on their sim- 
ilarities, not on their 
differences. Bonds 
between people have 
been formed across 
any border. | am ina 
way a proof of that. | 
function, although it’s 
another country, 
although it’s a com- 
pletely different cul- 
ture. You try to find similarities. To go back to my 
country, what these people were trying to do 
was to concentrate on the division, not of what 
binds them, and that created the war, and that 
created the killing. Yes, | do think it is possible to 
cross the border and | think that is the most 
beautiful thing. 

CS: Are you looking forward to working with 
Michael O'Hare when he returns to appear in 


The three faces of Delenn: from top to bottom, 
Mira Furlan in her make up from the pilot, first 
season, and third season. 


“War Without End”? 
MF: Sure, absolutely. It is going to be interest- 
ing. It's a very, very interesting two-parter, fans 
will be delighted. 

CS: How do you feel that the character of 
Delenn has evolved from where 
she was in the beginning to 
where she is now? 

MF: She is definitely opening 
up in many ways which is inter- 
esting. It is not only her dignity 
and her mystery anymore, it is 
much more then that. It’s many 
more human characteristics. 
We have kind of glimpsed into 
her soul, much more then we 
have before. | like the changes. 
| think the show in general is 
interesting and different then 
anything else because every- 
thing changes all the time and 
nothing stays the same, every- 
thing evolves, everything goes 


full circle. We never know 
what to expect. The good 
guys are actually bad guys 
and visa versa. That 
makes it interesting, and 
that’s so true actually, 
that's how | feel. You 
never know, and you can 
never be sure, and every- 
thing changes. That’s the 
only thing we know. 

CS: Probably the number 
one asked question for 
you is “what are your 
favorite episodes?” 

MF: (laughing) No, no, 
no, you're wrong! The 
number one question 
asked is “how long does 
my make up make take?” 
- it’s a pretty boring ques- 
tion. What’s my favorite 
episode, | can’t really say. 
| had interesting stuff to do in the “Inquisitor” 
episode. “Lamentations And Confrontations”, 
that was a good episode for me. It also showed 
the gentle side of Delenn, and her poetic side. | 
liked the scene with the little girl. “Babylon 
Squared” was an interesting episode. Again | 
have to remind myself, it's something an actor 
has to develop with time. If you work a lot you 
have to erase things from your memory. It’s like 


a boiler; water comes through, it comes in and 
then it goes through. That is how | sometimes 
feel about my brain. That of course is some of 
the highlights. 
CS: Who has been the most memorable actor 
that you worked with 
on the series. 
MF: Oh, you ask me 
those questions. | hate 
comparing. That’s also 
another question l'm 
always asked; “who do 
you prefer working with 
more?” | really don’t 
believe in those things. 
If the acting is very 
good then the beauty 
of it is that they are dif- 
ferent. There are so 
many different, inter- 
esting actors, and we 
had a lot of them - 
David Warner, Michael 
York. Brad Dourif, what 
a wonderful actor. | 
learned so much in the 
tiny, little thing | had with him. 
Sometimes people can teach you so 
much and bring you back to the 
essence of your job. You say, “yes, | 
know why | am doing it”. | remembered 
- from time to time you forget. That is 
also something that you can not escape 
in a job like this. You work so often, all 
the time. And that’s the worst when it 
becomes a routine. | just pray that it 
never happens to me. 
CS: What have you been doing in your 
spare time? 
MF: We just finished a play that Goran (Gajic), 
my husband, directed. It was Antigone, which 
was kind of set in a very subtle way in the war in 
the former Yugoslavia. It was something that we 
had to do, like paying off a moral debt to that 
whole situation. | did that, and now it’s over so | 
have to think of something else. Goran and | 
would like to work together a lot more. There is 
a script that we want to do, but it is always a 
question of money. What else? I’m trying to enjoy 
the nature in California which is my favorite part 
of living here. The weather and nature always 
amazes me. We lived in New York when we 
came to America. | always wanted to live in New 
York. | always thought that there is nothing bet- 
ter then to live in New York, but this experience 
of living here has changed my point of view. l'm 
not so sure anymore. It’s also probably getting 
older - you learn to appreciate the other side, 
the calmness, the space here. The fact that you 
see the sky, and the sun and moon together, the 
ocean. Sometimes | say to myself I'm so privi- 
leged to live here. It’s like a dream world in a 
way. On the other hand that also can be disturb- 
ing, but that’s the ungrateful human nature, we 
always complain. And then it rains, and you say 
“thank God it rains, | love rain.” And then it rains 
for five days and you say “I hate rain.” So that’s 
how it is. It's kind of strange to live without sea- 
sons, it creates this status quo, the feeling of 
continued on page 4 
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immobility. And when things are not happening, 
that beautiful weather can be disturbing. 

CS: | remember seeing you at a convention in 
New York City in 1994. You appeared a bit over- 
whelmed when you walked out on the stage in 
front of the huge audience. 

MF: (laughing) Yeah, overwhelmed. I’m sorry 
you had that feeling. It can be overwhelming. It 
can also be very moving. | did this convention in 
Chicago recently, there were such moving 
moments. People who really showed how much 
it meant to them. Sometimes | feel over- 
whelmed by emotions mainly, but that’s good | 
think. That's nice. In a way | enjoy it, on the 
other hand l'm afraid of it. It is something that 
has to be dealt with, definitely. In Yugoslavia | 
had this uncomfortable feeling about being rec- 
ognized. With science fiction fans | don't feel so 
threatened as | felt back home for some reason. 
People are very nice, decent, considerate, kind. 
CS: |f you had the opportunity to choose a dra- 
matic role of your choice what would it be. 


SUNY at Stony Brook, Stony Brook, NY 
April 12-14, 1996 
B5 Related Guests: Bill Mumy, Peter David 


-CON XV took place during the weekend of April 
12-14 on the campus of SUNY at Stony Brook 
on Long Island. This year’s guests included Ethan 
Phillips, George Alec Effinger, Nancy Kress, Alan 

Dean Foster, Julius Schwartz and many other 
notables from the sci-fi universe. For the past 
three years the LCON shows have presented 
media guests from BABYLON 5, this year's rep- 
resentative being Bill Mumy. 

The accomplished Bill Mumy was quite the 
busy guy at this con. Bill had question and 
answer sessions on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Bill discussed his acting experiences as 
a child which included working on The Twilight 
Zone, Disney movies and Lost in Space. He 
mentioned that as a child actor in the early '6Os 
he and Ron Howard were both in high demand, 
and eventually became friends. Though he was 
very young when he did his three episodes for 
the original Twilight Zone series he remembered 
that Rod Serling was a very pleasant person to 
work with. Bill has many fond memories of work- 
ing on Lost In Space and he still keeps in touch 
with the members of the Space Family 
Robinson. (Unfortunately Bill would not be 
involved in the Lost In Space movie which is 
being planned.) 

His talents as an adult includes acting, writing 
and playing music with his band The Jenerators 
and Barnes and Barnes, writing comic books, 
and producing for television. 

Questions about BABYLON 5 covered his 
make up, his role as Lennier, and what it is like 
working with the other actors. He spoke highly 
of J. Michael Straczynski and praised his five 
year arc, hoping that it would reach its comple- 
tion. Bill said that though he enjoyed playing 
Lennier, and would do a B5 spin-off if the oppor- 


MF: | guess you are asking about theater. 
(long pause) There are many roles that | would 
love to play. | would love to play Miss Julie, | 
would love to play Lady Macbeth. | want to play 
Masha in Three Sisters. | would love to play 
Chekhov in general. There are so many things. 
Once | played Sonia in Uncle Bania, and | 
adored that play, | adore Chekhov. This was at 
the Academy for Theater, | was so over- 
whelmed by the importance of that piece, what 
| was doing, that | wasn’t relaxed. Again, that 
word overwhelmed. So it wasn’t really good. 
Sometimes you do a better job when you are 
not very impressed by the quality of the piece 
that you are playing. It is better not to love it so 
much and respect it so much, because that 
respect can limit you. 

CS: What is the best part of your experience 
on BABYLON 5. 

MF: | think the people are really good, a great 
group of people. There are so many good peo- 
ple. It's a great cast and we are getting along 
well. There are no ego trips, there are no little 
petty envies, intrigues, gossips — all that stuff | 


tunity existed, he probably would never again do 
a character that required extensive make up — 
unless it was only a guest appearance on Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine or Voyager. When asked 
what his favorite episodes are he mentioned 
"Passing Through Gethsemene” and 
"Ceremonies Of Light And Dark". He gave some 
hints as to what the title of episode #322 might 
be and mentioned that though a decision to 
renew BABYLON 5 wouldn't be made until the 
end of May it looked "cautiously optimistic” that 
there would be a fourth season. 


hate so much, the so called politics. In the small 
sense and in the big sense | think it’s that worst 
part of life. People are honest, people are good. 
| really enjoy that. Of course Joe's writing, and 
(John) Flinn’s camera, and Bruce - he’s a won- 
derful actor. Billy, Andreas, and Peter. It’s 
Claudia. | mean everybody is so different. | really 
enjoy those differences, we all come from such 
different backgrounds. | from far away, Jerry 
Doyle worked on Wall Street. Somehow all these 
different worlds is kind of Babylon-like | think. It 
all gets together on many levels, it’s so strange 
how it all matches up. 

CS: Would you rather be anywhere else right 
now? 

MF: (laughing) Hawaii! &> 


Michael Zmuda 


For information on Mira Furlan’s sanctioned 

fan club contact: The Mira Furlan Fan Club, 

PO. Box 523093, Springfield, VA 22152-9998; 
eqris@aol.com . Dues are $10.00 per year in 
the US, $15.00 overseas. 


Bill Mumy and Peter David, both guests at this 
year’s I-CON, had the opportunity to discuss their 
collaborative work, including Space Cases. 

all photos ©1996 Michael Zmuda 


Saturday at noon an overflowing crowd gath- 
ered for the "The Science of BABYLON 5" dis- 
cussion which was led by Edward Bishop, 
William Engfer, Yoji Kondo, Frank Mann, Charles 
Pellegrino, and Lenny Provenzano. It was unani- 
mous that the science in BABYLON 5 came 
close to 99% accurate. 

Later in the afternoon Bill Mumy and Peter 
David presented a Space Cases panel. The two 
discussed how the series was conceived and 
where it was going. They also mentioned that 
they were approached to write an episode for 
Hypernauts. 

Saturday night Peter and Bill participated in 
the Cabaret which was held in the school's audi- 
torium. Peter came out to introduce Bill, but 
first amused the audience with a couple of sto- 
ries. Bill played an acoustic set with his guitar, 
finishing things off with the title song from his 
critically acclaimed music video "Fishheads". 

BABYLON 5's representation was the decid- 
ing factor if | was going to attend the con or not. 
| decided to do a BABYLON 5 fan table again 
this year, which turned out to be quite a different 


experience from last year. When | had set up the 
table last year | only set out flyers for The 
Centaurian Sentinel, Friends of Michael O'Hare, 
and the "Babylon Project”. A few people walked 
up and started conversations, but the majority 
passed by the table snickering. It was obvious 
that a majority of those people were now con- 
verted to B5! Many ecstatic sci-fi fans were 
elated to find a B5 fan table at the con. In addi- 
tion to the flyers put out last year ones for The 
Official BABYLON 5 Fan Club, "The Zocalo", 
Garibaldi's Security Squad, "The Observation 
Dome" and several con flyers advertising BS 
guests were on display. By Sunday afternoon the 
table was just about bare of the flyers and all of 
the complimentary copies of The Centaurian 
Sentinel were gone. Stephanie Etmanski helped 
out at the table, giving me a chance to check out 
some of the schedule and the dealers’ room. | 
had the opportunity to meet people that were 
previously only names, in letters and on-line. 
Several Psi Cops were sighted wandering 
around the campus. A petition supporting BABY- 
LON 5, which was to be sent to Warner Bros., 
collected over 1300 signatures by the end of the 
weekend. Tables in the dealers’ room displayed 


Portland Marriott Hotel, Portland, MA 
April 12-14, 1996 

Guests: Michael O’Hare, Barbara Marsh, 
Dirk Benedict. 


hoenix I was a small convention held in 

Portland, Maine, April 12-14. Guests includ- 
ed Michael O'Hare from BABYLON 5, Barbara 
Marsh from Star Trek: The Next Generation and 
Dirk Benedict from Battlestar Galactica and The 
A-Team. This turned out to be a very great mix 
of individuals; all had a lot in common and | think 
that contributed to the enjoyment of the overall 
weekend. Dirk and Michael talked about their 
sons; Barbara about her daughter. All of them 
love children, so the kids got special attention 
wherever they went. 

The first big session was called “The 
Inquisition”. All three stars sat on stage and 
answered questions from the audience. When 
each guest was asked about practical 
jokes/jokesters in the series they were involved 
in, Barbara, without hesitation, said Jonathan 
Frakes was absolutely the worst. Dirk thought 
for a while and said that everyone on The A- 
Team horsed around a lot, but that made work- 
ing a lot of fun. Michael said that Jerry Doyle did 
a lot of joking around, but | had heard that 
Michael was a close second. 

For the most part, the questions were the 
same ones asked at previous conventions. 
Michael did talk a bit about doing the two-part 
episode “War Without End”, saying that the peo- 
ple on the set were most gracious and he'd had 
a lot of fun with the whole cast. He and Bruce 
got along very well, but he didn’t want to say 
more. He would prefer everyone watch the show 
and enjoy it without spoilers. 

The autograph sessions were awesome. There 
were three of them — two on Saturday and one 
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B5 t-shirts, caps, Micro 
Machines, comic books, 
novels, mugs, photos, 
bumper stickers, the CD 
soundtrack, trading cards 
and magazines. | bought a 
few sci-fi pulps from the 
‘30s and ‘40s, one an issue 
of Astounding Science Fiction that contained the 
first installment of “Grey Lensman’”, by E.E. 


on Sunday. Michael, Barbara and Dirk made this 
the most enjoyable time of the convention for 
me. My friends and | had been asked to help sell 
pictures and assist the stars as they 
did their signing - pens, paper, etc. 
Watching these three people interact 
with the people in line was a real joy. 
Everyone standing in front of them 
was indeed an individual. They had a 
chance to ask a question, shake 
hands, etc. Barbara, Michael or Dirk 


Michael O’Hare and members of Friends 
of Michael O’Hare (left to right: Ramona 
Mello, Sandy Bruckner, Becky Duff and 


Heidi Mello). photos ©1996 Sandra Bruckner 


would ask where they were from and how long it 
had taken them to get to the convention, if they 
were enjoying themselves, etc. Each picture was 
individualized and they even took time to have pic- 
tures taken with their fans as well. Nothing was 
too big or too small to sign. We all would talk 
across the table as well. Dirk would raz Michael 
about talking too much and holding up the line; 
Michael would raz Dirk about writing “War and 
Peace” in everyone's book (Dirk has written two 
books and he had copies available during the 


Smith. Unfortunately the dealers’ 
room also contained unlicensed 
B5 merchandise such as patches, 
resin Psi Corp pins, ID cards, 
mouse pads, a cap with a Medlab 
caduceus, and a bootleg video 
copy of "The Gathering" from the 
Japanese laserdisc. One observa- 
tion | would like to make regarding 
B5 merchandise: l'm sure glad it 
hasn't gotten out of hand like the 


have thought that with the abun- 
dance of Star Trek key chains, 
action figures, photos, books, 
magazines, toys, and t-shirts dis- 
played that I-CON was primarily a Star Trek con- 
vention — it bordered on overwhelming. The X- 
Files placed a close second. 

Personally | would have to say that this con 
was productive B5-wise. B5 and |-CON seems to 
have become a tradition, and with luck they will 


carry it on. Looking down the road, an -LCON rep- 


resentative mentioned that it would be great to 
have a reunion, after season five, of B5 guests. 
I'm planning to be there! D 


autograph sessions along with photos.) The ban- 
ter was lively and something to behold. 

Dances with each star were auctioned off for 
charity - Michael's went for $130. 
The dance was done in 1950's 
motif and people were dressed up 
as the Werewolf, the Adams 
Family, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 
etc. lt was fun watching everyone, 
especially Barbara dance up a 
storm. The dances for charity 
were great — Michael can do a 
mean jitterbug! Barbara’s dance 
with the Werewolf was the subject 
of many discussions! Really funny. 

The Sunday talks were more the 
normal stand-up question and 
answer session. Michael talked a 
bit about doing the series, what 
he was doing now and the types of 
characters he would like to play in 
the future. He would love to play King Lear when 
he’s older and has a better feel for the charac- 
ter. He said he likes to read a lot and had just 
left his room where he was enjoying The Three 
Amigos movie. 

The day ended with the last autograph ses- 
sion. Unfortunately, Barbara had an early plane 
for California, Dirk was on his way to New York 
and many convention goers had to depart so 
that they could go to work on Monday morning. 
We were lucky enough to share dinner with 
Michael. All of us were a bit wiped out, but we all 
agreed that this was one fun convention. 

My friends and | will never forget our weekend 
in Portland, Maine. While we concentrated our 
attention on Michael, Dirk and Barbara, we also 
made a lot of new friends - Dave, Rod, Debbie, 
Andrea. To me that’s what going to conventions 
is all about. The people you meet can turn 
into the best friends you will ever have. It has 
for me. Sandra Bruckner 


Star Trek franchise has! You would 


Michael Zmuda 
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BILL MUMY ON HIS ENLIGHTENING CAREERS 


Conducted at LCON XV 
Stony Brook, NY, April 13,1996. 


ill Mumy had finished his second auto- 
eae session and had just enough 
time to answer a few quick questions 
before he had to run to his Space Cases 
panel. | met up with Tony Tellado, host of 
Sci-Fi Talk, and headed to the Green 
Room. A group of reporters 
already surrounded him 
at a table. If you had 
passed Bill in the street 
you might not have real- 
ized that his alter-identity 
was Lennier. Unlike 
Lennier, Bill’s hair is on the 
long side and his voice is a 
bit more raspier. In addi- 
tion, his ears are a bit 
higher, with one of them 
adorning an earring. 

Tony Tellado started the 
interview off by asking 
Bill if he felt that the 
Lost In Space episodes 
are a type of home movie; ie watching himself 
growing up on the series. “On one hand | have 
the opportunity to see myself in different produc- 
tions from 1959 until now, but on the other 
hand | had regular home movies just like every- 
one else. There is a difference between the two. 
| think that kids are the purest form of actors, if 
your playing cowboys and Indians, or if you're 
playing Zorro and the commandante, “ahhh, you 
got me,” that’s the purest form of acting there 
is, so | have the best of both worlds there - reg- 
ular home movies and episodics.” 

Bill was asked what the differences were 
between working on Lost In Space and BABYLON 
5? “Outside of the fact that they both took place 
in the future, and they both took place off of the 
planet Earth, there are very little similarities 
between the two shows. Lost In Space started off 
to be an adventure series but pretty much 
became a fantasy, often comedy, where as BABY- 
LON 5 is firmly rooted inside the sci-fi universe of 
reality, of that reality. So it is really hard to com- 
pare them beyond that. | love them both.” 

Bill has always been a fan of science fiction 
and was inspired to act at an early age. “I have 
always been a fan of adventure, fantasy, sci-fi 
stuff. My passion is super hero comic books. It 
was Zorro and Superman that got me sucked 
into wanting to be on television when | was a kid. 
Will Robinson was like being a little super hero. 
Lennier on the other hand has demonstrated 
these martial arts abilities, he’s a pretty powerful 
guy in his own way - I'm just living out my child- 
hood dreams.” 

When Bill was asked about the making of 
“Fishheads” his response was, “Not a pretty 
story but one that had to be told. The making of 
“Fishheads” the song, the recording, or the film? 
They are all different. My partner in Barnes and 
Barnes, Robert Hamer, and |. . . it started off 
with dinner in a restaurant where we ordered 
some fish and got the whole deal there. Robert 


Bill Mumy 
Lennier, Assistant to Ambassador Delenn 


actually wrote the chorus, “rolly-polly fish 
ż heads,” which | think he was getting 


the verses. | wrote the “I took a fish 
head out to see a movie, didn't have to 
pay to get it in” verse — that’s one of my 
favorite verses of all times that I've come 
up with. We recorded that a couple of dif- 
ferent ways before we actual- 
ly ended up sending it off to 
Dr. Demento. It’s still a very 
big favorite on kid's radio and 
the Dr. Demento Show. 
Making the film was a lot of 


foray into film making. Bill 
was largely responsible 
for driving us to get it 
done. He really wanted to 
do it. We did it on a small budget, 
pushing around a super 8 and 
16mm camera in a shopping cart 


Schank was the cine- 


to directing the rest of 
our video, most of them anyway. | am very proud 
of it, it has been at film festivals all over the 
world. Rolling Stone called it one of the top 
videos of all time — | never like to call it a video 
because it’s definitely a film, its shot and cut on 
film. But it’s a lot of fun. Barnes and Barnes is 
releasing its eighth CD on Rhino Records this 
year, we are working on it now . . . a bunch of 
really sick stuff coming your way.” 

| asked Bill if he has any unfulfilled dreams? 
“You know it is hard to answer that question 
because | have worked in many different arenas 
- as an actor, as a writer, as a producer, as a 
musician, as a song, writer, as a performer of 
stuff, and as a supporting musician for other 
people. The one thing | have never done outside 
of a Barnes and Barnes video was really direct. 
People are always telling me if the opportunity 
presents itself to do it, and | would think | would 
do it well. But | haven't ever really had that burn- 
ing urge to do it, and | really think you have to 
have that passion to do it. There’s a lot of home- 
work to be done there in terms of calling camera 
angles. | know | can work with all the actors and 
get the performances | want, but to really sit 
down and plan out my, you know, okay l'm going 
over the shoulder here, and then we're going to 
go to this raking, | mean to really sit down and 
do that right requires a lot of work that hasn't 
really challenged me to do it yet from my own 
heart. So that’s the one thing | haven't done, and 
| don’t know if | ever will. Otherwise | had a lot of 
the other things, | appreciate that.” 

Bill was asked what his least favorite Lost In 
Space episode was. “My least favorite Lost In 
Space episode would be the “Great Vegetable 
Rebellion” which | think on one hand you have to 
call your favorite because it’s probably the best 
example of the worst television show ever made, 
so it’s classic in its awfulness. My favorite . . . 
there is a handful of those. | like some of the 
first ones, maybe “Return To Earth” when Will 


from a W.C. Fields thing, and | wrote all 


fun, it was Bill Paxton’s first 


for those interesting shots. Rocky 


matographer who went on 


goes back to Earth, because he really did go 
back to Earth, which is kind of cool, and he really 
did get something that saved them all from 
doom. It was a big episode, that was probably 
my favorite.” 

Tony asked Bill how Space Cases came about, 
and how did he get to team up with Peter David. 
“Well, Peter David and | have worked together on 
several different formats in the past. We have 
worked on several comic books together, and 
we've written short stories together - and | 
respect Peter very much. | was taking a meeting 
at Nickelodeon to pitch a comic book that Miguel 
Ferrar and | have created, called Tripto the Acid 
Dog. And in their wisdom they decided that it 
wasn't exactly the right project for Nickelodeon. 
But they did say that they would be very recep- 
tive to a “kids in space” project from me, which 
was all they said. | left that meeting going “okay, 
you know, | can do that.” | was writing the Lost In 
Space comic book at the time, and | was hosting 
a series for the Sci-Fi Channel called Inside 
Space, this was before BABYLON 5. My creative 
juices were in space at the moment so | started 
working on the idea for Space Cases, and | called 
Peter right away because he is very prolific, and 
he is very funny, and | like working with him a lot 
- he’s a great guy. And we just developed it 
together and went back to them, and they start- 
ed putting money on the table, and three years 
later we are on the air. We wrote ten of the first 
thirteen and outlined the two of the others.” 


ae at a D — 


Bill Mumy and Mark Hamill in an episode of Space 
Cases (notice Robot from Lost In Space in upper left). 


Tony asked what was it like working with Mark 
Hamill on Space Cases. “Well Mark and | have 
been very good friends for at least ten years and 
we have been wanting to work together for a 
very long time. Having the opportunity to write a 
part for the two of us, he couldn't get out of it. | 
say you said you want to do this, here’s some 
money, come do it, we had a good time. Both 
Mark and | are both big Beatle fans so | just kind 
of wrote these (in a Beatle-esque accent) 
Liverpudlean aliens, ya know, Gin and Pal to sit 
down to be air traffic controllers, it was all right 
- | had a great time, ya know. And Mark had a 
good time too.” 

Bill was asked what his favorite science 
fiction movie and science fiction book was. 
“Ohhh, that’s hard. | think my favorite science 
fiction movie is The Day The Earth Stood Still. 
My favorite science fiction book . . . Martian 


Chronicles maybe.” 

Bill discussed how he got started in writing. 
“Well, | started writing songs when | was ten, 
(laughing) you don’t want to hear those! We all 
take creative writing classes, or English classes, 
where you write short stories, | always enjoyed 
that. So | started writing like everybody starts 
writing, you're asked to write, and you write. | 
was doing a television series in the mid '7Os at 
Universal for NBC called Sunshine, a very short 
lived show. We did thirteen episodes, but we did 
three movies of the week too. George Eckstein 
the producer of that show was very receptive to 
energy from the cast, so | ended up writing an 
episode. One of those thirteen was one of my 
opportunities to write for television - he was very 
nice to let me do that.” 

Bill was then asked if he had ever been to the 
desert on a horse with no name (referring to the 
song by America). “({laughing) Have | been to the 
desert on a horse with no name? Yes | have, 
countless times with Dewey Bannell and Gerry 
Beckley on stage together, taken many a solo in 
that song. | love working with Gerry and Dewey, 


they are wonderful musicians, great singers, 
really nice people. | think I've co-written 18 songs 
on their last five or six albums, produced a cou- 
ple, played on all their records, and toured exten- 
sively with them.” 

Tony asked Bill if there was a possibility of an 
album from him in the near future. “Well the 
Jenerators is pretty much an outlet for my seri- 
ous song writing. | did a album in 1994, we are 
in the studio now working on the second one. | 
hope we will get a chance to finish it this year and 
find the right label to put it out on. I'm not in a 
position to go to Geffen, or Elektra, or some 
major label now and say “here's my band, put a 
couple hundred thousand behind it and we'll go 
get in a bus and go open for Hootie and the 
Blowfish or R.E.M. for the next six months,” 
because | can't. l'm doing a television series, 
Miguel Ferrar is doing a million projects, Gary 
Stockdale, who is the bass player, is scoring a lot 
of shows. So as much as music is to me, on one 
hand the most important thing to me - besides 
the welfare of my family - it has become some- 
thing that has to take a back seat to other pro- 
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jects. | play all the time, the band plays locally in 
L.A. all the time, | write and record quite often. 
To tell you the truth, I'm 42 years old now, when | 
was out on the road with Shaun Cassidy | was 
25, when | was out with America | was in my 
30s. | don’t have the same desire to get on a bus 
an go from city to city and be up all night long 
partying. My recuperative powers are not what 
they used to be. | don’t have that Minbari system 
yet. | would like to play more often and | would 
love to make more records but l'm grateful for 
the opportunities that present themselves.” 
Michael Zmuda 

Tony Tellado is the host of Sci-Fi Talk, which will 
be back on the New York City airwaves starting 
September 5, 1996 at 10:00 pm (EST), and 
then every Thursday following on WEVD-AM 
1050. Tony will be joined by Ernest Lilley, editor 
for Sci-Fi Talk Frequencies, who will regularly 
review movies, TV shows and books. 

A subscription to Sci-Fi Talk Frequencies is 
available for $10.00/year. Send payment to Sci- 
Fi Talk, 283 Chestnut Street, Suite B3, Nutley, 
NJ 07110. 


MINBARI FEDERATION 


BABYLON 5 
Babylon 5, the last in the series 
of the previously ill-fated Babylon 
stations, went on-line in 2257 as 
a neutral place for commerce, 
research, and cultural under- 
standing. This logo was used for 
the station until mid-2260. 


The Earth Alliance was responsible 
for conceiving the Babylon project, 
hoping that it would promote 
peace throughout the galaxy. 


CENTAURI REPUBLIC 
The Republic was the first society 
Earth made contact with, giving 
Earth jumpgate technology. 


The Vorlons were the last of the 
major star powers to send an 
ambassador to B5. Previous 
contact with Earth is unknown. 
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NARN REGIME 


The Narns are major supporters 
of Earth and the B5 project. 


The Minbari were major support- 
ers of the Babylon Project. The 
B5 station helped to establish ties 
with their past enemy - Earth. 


LEAGUE OF 
NON-ALIGNED WORLDS 
Before the Markab tragedy the 
League represented 12 worlds. 
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Divided Loyalties (#219) 


— to pick up a copy of “Universe Today”, Captain Sheridan is 
pleasantly surprised to see Delenn there as well. She notes that after 
her recent experience with ISN'’s reporter, she thought it would be prudent 
to be better prepared to deal with the media. Her request for the “Eye On 
Minbari” section is refused. Delenn explains, slightly embarrassed, that 
sometimes she learns more about what is going on from outside sources 
before her government informs her. 

On the Mars Colony at Syria Planum, a man sloshes through an under- 
ground sewer. A Ranger assists him, though it is clear that the man is 
badly wounded. He turns over a data crystal and directs the Ranger to 
“Take it to Babylon 5. Tell them it’s not safe!” The wounded man urges the 
Ranger to go as his pursuers close in on him. 

Back on B5, Garibaldi meets with Sheridan in a station lavatory. 
Activating a bug-jamming device, the security chief asks Sheridan about his 
idea of bringing Talia Winters in on their conspiracy. Remembering her help 
with the underground railroad, Sheridan considers her a possible asset, 
and suggests that they approach her within a few days. 

In the Zocalo, Talia is enjoying breakfast with Commander Ivanova. Each 
remarks about how uncooperative the other has been in trying to develop 
their friendship. Their banter is interrupted as Ivanova is called away to 
C&C. Talia mentions that the air recycling system in her quarters has mal- 
functioned, forcing her to find temporary living quarters. Ivanova suggests 
that she stay with her, and that she would enjoy the company. Talia accepts 
the invitation. 

A damaged ship has exited the jumpgate, carrying a single passenger. 
Ivanova orders the ship to be brought on board, where Dr. Franklin and 
Garibaldi meet to examine it. One of Franklin’s staff announces that one 
human female is on board and alive. As she is brought out, Garibaldi stops, 
recognizing her. 

Garibaldi informs Sheridan that the woman is Lyta Alexander, who was 
the first commercial telepath assigned to Babylon 5, shortly after it came 
on-line. She remained on the station for only six weeks, but during that 
time, she became involved in a major crisis, when someone attempted to 
assassinate Ambassador Kosh upon his arrival to the station. With the 
Vorlon Ambassador near death, Lyta performed an unauthorized scan and 
identified Jeffrey Sinclair, B5’s first commanding officer, as the assassin. 
Although Sinclair was later exonerated, the incident nearly provoked the 
Vorlons to attack the station. Shortly afterwards, both Lyta and Dr. 
Benjamin Kyle, the medical officer who had examined Kosh, were recalled 
to Earth, and that she had not been heard from since. 

In Medlab, Dr. Franklin attempts to calm down Lyta, who had suddenly 
awakened. Frantic, she holds the doctor at bay with a medical tool and 
demands to see Captain Sheridan immediately. She tells Franklin her rea- 
sons; That someone aboard B5 is a traitor, and that she can prove it. 

In Sheridan's office, Lyta explains to the assembled senior staff that after 
leaving Babylon 5 more than two years ago, she was interrogated exten- 
sively about the incident with Ambassador Kosh. She never saw what Kosh 
looked like, and can only describe her encounter as a sensation. Ever since 
then she has been possessed by an intense desire to get to Vorlon space, 
and is confident that she will be allowed to enter, despite the fact that no 
human has ever returned from there. 

Some time after the interrogations, Lyta left the Psi Corps and went 
underground, where she got involved with a rebellion movement on Mars. 
Rebel spies had recently uncovered evidence about a secret Psi Corps 
operation where individuals were implanted with a ‘sleeper’ program that 
would be designed to monitor activity. This would be done without a sub- 
ject's knowledge, these individuais were then disseminated into several 
areas of government, including Babylon 5. The programmed personality, 
code-named ‘Control’, is suspected to be someone on the command staff. 

Lyta claims to have proof, in that she knows the password that will acti- 
vate the program. Once that is done, the implanted personality will take 
over completely, and will attempt to preserve itself at all costs. She propos- 
es to send the password telepathically to the command staff members. 
Knowing that she is now in considerable protection, she asks Sheridan to 
place her in protective custody. Garibaldi orders her taken to a secure 


Lyta Alexander prepares to scan Talia Winters to see if she might be a deadly 
‘sleeper’, as Captain John Sheridan looks on. 


A 


holding cell. The captain asks for opinions. Ivanova sternly refuses to sub- 
mit to any intrusion by a telepath. 

Sheridan meets Delenn in the Zen garden, where they are to discuss aid 
shipments to the Narn. The captain cannot hide his frustration at the 
recent turn of events, “Just when you think that everything is going right, 
life decides to kick you in the butt!” He is disarmed as Delenn attempts to 
comprehend his use of slang. The two begin to connect on a more person- 
al level when Garibaldi’s voice comes over the link, reporting that the back- 
ground check is complete, forcing them to part ways. 

The security chief reports that from all his sources, Lyta’s story has 
checked out. Also, he adds that his gut feeling is that she is telling the 
truth. Sheridan balks at making a decision until the next day, and that 
Ivanova is still reluctant to consider allowing the telepath to send her the 
password. 

In her quarters, Ivanova is fixing tea for Talia, who has just finished tak- 
ing a shower. She asks the telepath what she knows about Lyta Alexander. 
Talia only vaguely remembers her from early Psi Corps training. She sug- 
gests that Lyta could be trusted, but also adds that Ms. Alexander 
interned with the Psi Cops division before becoming a commercial telepath. 
As their discussion turns to the subject of trust, Talia comes intimately 
close to her, and tells Ivanova that she trusts her, and no one else. 

Later that evening, Talia wakes up to find the other side of her bed 
empty. In the security block, two guards escort Lyta to a more comfortable 
cell. Suddenly, the power goes out. PPG fire erupts from an unseen 
assailant. One of the guards is killed and another wounded as Lyta runs for 
safety. 

Furious about the attack, Sheridan orders that she be found. Garibaldi 
surmises that whoever attacked her was the ‘sleeper’ and that whoever it 
was probably doesn’t even remember doing it. Sheridan announces to 
them that once she is found, he will allow her to send the password to 
command staff members. Ivanova angrily refuses as Sheridan tries to con- 
vince them that until they find out the truth, no one will be able to trust 
anyone else. 

Delenn is interrupted from her work by a call from Lyta, who asks to 
meet her in Brown 3. As Talia retrieves her belongings, lvanova confesses 
that she is haunted by secrets she has been carrying inside of her. Talia 
offers sympathy and comfort, reminding Ivanova that if she'll be there for 
her. Delenn finds Sheridan in a corridor. She tells him that Lyta has con- 
tacted her, and that she is being protected until her safety can be assured. 
Sheridan agrees to those terms, and that they will meet when she is ready. 

Sheridan arrives in his quarters to find Ivanova waiting for him. She 
explains why she is reluctant to allow a telepathic intrusion. While she was 
open about her mother being a telepath, she had never told anyone before 
that she herself had latent telepathic abilities. Sheridan tries to be sympa- 
thetic, and tries to assure her that Lyta is no longer involved with the Psi 
Corps, though Ivanova remains unconvinced. She thanks Sheridan for lis- 
tening, and apologizes for being so difficult. “It’s all this nonsense lately . . . 
some days, | don’t even know who | am anymore.” Sheridan is jolted by the 
memory of a dream he had, where Ivanova urged him to be quiet, and 
asked him “Do you know who | am?” Before he can explain, he receives a 
message from Delenn: “Now”. 

With the command staff assembled, Delenn brings Lyta in. Sheridan 
tells her that he will allow her to send the password, and that he will be the 
first to submit himself. Nothing happens to him, or to Dr. Franklin. 
Garibaldi pretends to be triggered by the password, playfully attempting to 
break the tension. Sheridan suggests that they wait on Ivanova for now, as 
they scan members of the staff one by one. 


Several hours later, Lyta is frustrated that no one has been found out 
and focuses her suspicions on Ivanova. Sheridan and Franklin attempt to 
mediate, but there are no options, and Susan agrees to allow the pass- 
word. Lyta does, although Ivanova blocks her first attempt. Finding nothing, 
Lyta apologizes to Ivanova, who replies, “Go to Hell”. 


At that moment, Talia Winters enters the office to see Captain Sheridan. 


Lyta focuses on her and sends the password. Talia screams and suddenly 
grabs Garibaldi’s PPG and fires. The security chief disarms her as Sheridan 
orders her placed under house arrest. As Garibaldi pulls her away, she 
screams, “The Corps is mother, the Corps is father! You're dead, Lyta 
Alexander! We'll find you! The Corps will find you!” 

Afterwards, Garibaldi is shaken by the revelation about Talia. Sheridan is 
relieved that they didn’t approach Talia about the conspiracy before Lyta 
arrived. For the most part, they are safe, though Sheridan asks how they 
can possibly protect themselves from something like this happening in the 
future. Garibaldi remembers an encounter between Talia and Ambassador 


completed the Talia she knew no longer exists. It is clear that Talia is a 
completely different person. She mocks lvanova's insecurities and her offer 
of sympathy, claiming that she manipulated the relationship just to get 
close to her. Angered and saddened, Ivanova leaves, saying “You're right. 
The Talia | knew is dead.” 

Wearing a breather unit, Lyta enters Kosh’s quarters, where the Vorlon 
awaits her. She is glad to see him, explaining that despite the Psi Corps 
interrogations, they never discovered his secret. She confesses that she 
kept his memory hidden away safely. “Only at night, alone, would | open that 
small door in my mind, and listen to your voice sing me to sleep.” She 
regrets that she must leave, but asks to see him again, one more time. 
Kosh obliges, and his encounter suit opens, revealing to Lyta the brilliant 
being inside. 

“Divided Loyalties” was written by J. Michael Straczynski, produced by 
John Copeland, directed by Jesús Treviño, with John C. Flinn, III as 
Director of Photography. Douglas Bennett - First Man, Joshua Cox - Tech. 


Kosh and promises to investigate. 


In her quarters, Ivanova meets Talia. She explains that with the program 


North Hollywood, CA. 
March 30-31 
Guest: J. Michael Straczynski 


on. Short for “convention” which the 

American Heritage Dictionary defines as “a 
formal assembly or meeting of members, repre- 
sentatives, or delegates of a group”. LALA LA 
Con was not that. Perhaps when they said “con”, 
they actually meant the literal term “con” mean- 
ing “the fleecing of fans for $9.99” - it was more 
of a club meeting. 

This con, thrown by the Los Angeles Science 
Fantasy Society, a California non-profit corpora- 
tion (incorporated in CA?) was held in their club- 
house, off Burbank Blvd. in North Hollywood. | 
could hardly wait to see what exactly a clubhouse 
for a sci-fi organization would look like. | imagined 
a run-down, early ‘40s, bungalow style house 
shoved between the urban sprawl of mini-malls. | 
couldn't have been more correct if | had seen it 
in a dream. It was exactly that. The back yard, 
and | use the term loosely, consisted of small 
camping trailers turned into “viewing pods”. 
These pods consisted of three folding chairs and 
a circa 1960 television set. Immediately after 
entering the building, and receiving our 
pins/badges | knew | and my partner in con 
cruising, Alec, were completely over-dressed and 
under fed. 

lt was still early in the day, and Straczynski 


#1, Danny De La Paz - Running Man, Jani Neuman - Med Tech, George 


Simms - Security Guard. 


was not due to show up until 7:00 p.m., so tak- 
ing a clue, Alec and | bailed until 6:30. 
Fortunately for us, there is a liquor store right 
across the street. Returning with our Beck's, we 
planted ourselves and waited. If Straczynski was 
going to show, we figured we'd at least get to 
see “Severed Dreams” 12 hours before anyone 
else. It’s getting on about 8:30, and | slur to 
Alec, “I don’t think he’s coming. | think they drove 
by the place, missed it, and kept on driving.” We 
take refuge in the garage/dance hall where they 
are holding the BABYLON 5 Under the Sea 
Dance. Ahhh, fans and their dancing skills. Oh, | 
almost forgot. Part of the evening's entertain- 
ment was the Enigma Players. These guys you've 
probably seen from con to con doing the half 
time entertainment at the masquerades. They do 
improv like the show on Comedy Central “Who's 
Line Is It?” They take suggestions from the audi- 
ence by handing out little sheets of paper with 
suggestions such as “The Universe's Worst fill in 
the blank” or “Capt. Sheridan's Big Night Out. 
What does he do?” Those can be a lot of fun to 
fill out, but they never seem to use my sugges- 
tions. 

It's starting to get late, so | send Alec on a 
recon to see if the Royal One had arrived. Indeed 
he had, and he was making his way to the front 
of the crowd. Straczynski was alive and apparent- 
ly not drugged into making this appearance. He 
didn’t let us down; he had brought “Severed 
Dreams” along with him. Watching any episode 


JMS ON BABYLON 5’s RENEWAL 


Michael Straczynski recently posted the 
a following messages on America Online 
regarding renewal for season four. 


Date: 96-05-07 04:22:57 EDT 

“We'll know by the middie or end of this 
month; it's 50/50 because of the changing eco- 
nomics of the syndication marketplace right now. 
its all nuts at the moment.” 


Date: 96-05-10 03:56:46 EDT 

“Who will ultimately make the decision and 
when can we expect it? 

“Bottom line . . . probably Robert Daly, the 


head of WB. The irony is . . . yes, the ratings 
are on the constant upswing . . . in the last 
batch of new episodes, we've gone from in the 
50s out of 270 or so syndicated shows, to the 
40s, to 34, and the last rating sheet put us at 
#29; our demographics are some of the best in 
the entire syndicated marketplace. 

“The complication we're facing is that WB 
makes its money on the advertising, and they 
need double runs to make their full investment 
back and make a profit (B5 has the responsibili- 
ty, like other PTEN shows, of showing a profit 
every year, even though 99% of all syndicated 


summary by Dennis Bateman 


with a crowd of ravenous fans is always a lot of 
fun, but this one was particularly great. 
Straczynski then whipped out the gag reel for the 
early third season episodes. Probably the line 
that brought the most applause was an out-take 
from “Severed Dreams” with Major Ryan (Bruce 
McGill). When asked, “Where is General 
Hague?” he replies, “General Hague is doing 
Deep Space Nine. | was the best they could find, 
you'll have to make do with me.” (Before every- 
one starts screaming, that may not be the exact 
word for word quote, but it’s close.) 

Straczynski then closed out the night with a 
question and answer period. Amazingly enough, 
the questions were pretty good, although the 
answers were illusive. One of the questions was 
(and | don't think this is giving too much away 
because Straczynski had already said “Someone 
from the pilot is going to die”), “For those of us in 
the audience who like all the pain and suffering,” 
- at which point he interjected, “You should seek 
help,” - | continued, “will we have to wait until the 
last episode of the season?” Straczynski replied, 
“No.” So viewers, get ready for someone to DIE! 

In closing, the four or five hours | spent at this 
con, two and half of them were well spent. To 
quote, “You payz ya money; yaz take your 
chances”. This was one of those learning experi- 
ence. Lessons learned are: Beck's beer is expen- 
sive; Straczynski is a really long name to keep 
writing in the report. > 


Pam Buck a.k.a. B-D Banzai 


and network shows run at a deficit in first run, 
knowing they'll make a profit down the road.) 
Right now, the syndicated marketplace is glut- 
ted, and the lion’s share of available time slots 
are going to pre-set commitments to FOX, UPN, 
and others. Given how tight that makes things, 
it's *very* difficult to get stations to set aside 
double runs. 

“The syndication marketplace is now *noth- 
ing* like it was when B5 went on the air; syndi- 
cated dramas are fast becoming an endangered 
species. So the decision will really come down 
to what WB sees when it counts up the number 
of double runs and does the math. It’s all cold 
numbers in the end.” D 
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AAO The Centaurian Sentinel 


ABYLON 5 has received a “Best Dramatic Presentation” Hugo 

Award nomination for the episode “The Coming Of Shadows”. 
“The Fall Of Night” had received enough votes to make it to the 
ballot also but J. Michael Straczynski opted to decline the nomina- 
tion so that the vote between the two episodes would not be split. 

Harlan Ellison experienced a heart attack last month. He is 
recovering nicely from his quadruple-bypass operation. Best wishes! 

Melissa Gilbert and Bruce Boxleitner recently appeared on 
Entertainment Tonight and announced that Melissa will be appear- 
ing on B5. JMS confirmed this on-line by saying that she will actual- 
ly be appearing on two episodes later this season. 
om Now available in toy stores: B5 Micro Machines sets #5 and 6. 

Now available in bookstores: (in UK) “Creating Babylon 5” and “The A to 
Z About Babylon 5”, by David Bassom; (in US) B5 novel #6, “Betrayals”, by 
S.M. Stirling. According to JMS negotiations for four more novels are in 
the works with Dell. 

The second set of B5 trading cards from Fleer/Skybox is currently in 
preproduction. The set, scheduled for a mid-August release, will pick up 
with “Divided Loyalties”. Start placing orders at your local comic book shop! 

A company called Henry Unger and Associates have been licensed to do 
limited edition B5 figures. Neither these, nor the collector's plates that are 
in the works have been sent to JMS for a final approval. 

A B5 role playing game will be released this fall by Chameleon Eclectic 
Entertainment, Inc. “The Babylon Project” will focus on a time period short- 
ly before that detailed in the main BABYLON 5 story, with players taking 
the roles of humans or aliens in the period following the Earth-Minbari war, 
leading up to the emergence of the Shadows and the current Narn- 
Centauri war. 

Happy Birthday Michael O'Hare (May 6) and Bruce Boxleitner (May 12)! 

Michael O'Hare will be participating in the AIDS New York Walk on May 
19. $10 or more will allow Michael to put you on his list of sponsors, all 
donations ef less than $10 will be group together as an overall donation 
from the members of Science Fiction Fandom. If you would like to help 
Michael in this effort, please send a check for any amount, made payable 
to “AIDS Walk New York,” to Sandra Bruckner, 5022 Geronimo Street, 
College Park, MD 20740 Myki 


EPISODE SCHEDULE: (R=repeat) 
Week Of Prod# Title 
5/27 310R Severed Dreams 
6/03 311R Ceremonies of Light and Dark 
6/10 313R Sic Transit Vir 
6/17 312R A Late Delivery from Avalon 
6/24 314R Ship of Tears 
7/01 315R Interludes and Examinations 
7/08 316R War Without End, Part One 
7/15 317R War Without End, Part Two 
7/22 301R Matters of Honor 
7/29 302R Convictions 
8/05 303R A Day in the Strife 
8/12 305R Passing Through Gethsemane 
8/19 304R Voices of Authority 
8/26 306R Dust to Dust 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
WANTED 


Just a few notes and/or corrections to the Viewers for Quality Television 
(VQT) article that appeared in the March issue: 

¢ The minimum contribution will get you the newsletter and survey bal- 
lots. The $30 contribution is required if you want to participate in the 
actual nominating for the annual quality awards. 

¢ VQT was granted charitable status by the IRS so your donations are 
tax deductible. 


¢ VQT has never, and will never sell its mailing list. 
My eight year old son has discovered Space Cases (via mom natch) 
and now looks forward to it every week. He really enjoys it — congrats 


to Billy! Kathy Hruby, Morton Grove, IL 


Editor’s note: BABYLON 5 is on VQT’s nomination list for their 1996 
“Q“ (Quality) Award in the “VQT Qualified Support — Drama” catego- 
ry. Contact VQT at: Viewers for Quality Television, P.O. Box 195, 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039; 703/425-0075. 


As I rush off my check for my second year of membership, my con- 
science would not let me seal the envelope until I wrote you. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed every issue of The Centaurian Sentinel. 

The articles are well written. What a joy it is to have several articles on 
my favorite show together in one publication! Speaking as someone who 
has spent $4.95 plus tax on a sci-fi magazine in order to get one small 
article about BABYLON 5 written by someone who doesn’t watch the 
show enough to know which questions to ask, I’m extremely impressed! 

Thank you for giving me some truly wonderful moments of intelli- 
gent and entertaining reading. 


Mrs. Louise Stevens, Richmond Heights, OH 


Editor’s note: We are glad you enjoy the newsletter. It goes without 
saying, if it wasn’t for a quality show like BABYLON 5... 


I have just returned from a week in London, England. While there, I 
attended a Star Trek convention in hopes of finding BABYLON 5 video 
tapes. I not only found the tapes I needed (PAL format — not playable on 
US VCRs!), I discovered a remarkable chain of stores catering to the 
sci-fi market. The stores are called Forbidden Planet, and are wide- 
spread through the United Kingdom. 

The London store has books, video tapes, CD’s, t-shirts, baseball 
caps, coffee mugs, comics, and collectables from B5, X-files, ST: TNG, 
ST:DS9, ST: Voyager, Dr. Who, JRR Tolkein, and a host of others. 

BS tapes are available in VHS (PAL format), from the pilot movie up 
through at least the “Babylon Squared” episode. Later episodes come 
three per tape: ie “A Voice In The Wilderness” parts 1 and 2, and 
“Babylon Squared” are all contained on one VHS cassette. 


Andrew LaMance, East Ridge, TN 
Editor’s note: Forbidden Planet also has a large store in New York City. 


B5 DC COMIC BOOK POSTER WANTED. Will pay reasonable price for new condition poster. Contact: Jonathan Curcio, 7 Ridgewood Lane, 


Woburn, MA 01801; 617/938-8265. 


URGENTLY SEEKING THE FIRST TWO EPISODE OF ABC’S MURDER ONE. Aiso looking for Fleer B5 cards holograms #5, 6, 8. If you can help, 


please contact: Juliet Sleeman, 8 North Terrace Drive, Bennington, VT 05201. 


WANTED - COPIES OF THE PILOT AND FIRST SEASON EPISODES FOR A NEW AND AVID FAN! Contact: Irene Deitel, 45 Hillside Road, 


Farmingdale, NY 11735. 


| MISC 


| JMS! PLEASE DO A SPIN OFF - “SINCLAIR’S RANGERS” — AND BRING MICHAEL O’HARE BACK! Linda Miracco, 16 Cody Lane, Medford, NY 11763. 
VISIT “OUR LAST BEST HOPE FOR COOL LINKS” at http://ourworid.compuserve.com/homepages/b5iurker/ . Steve Wake, 12585 W. Dakota Ave., 


#2-103, Lakewood, CO 80228-3244. 


UK FAN CLUB DEDICATED TO BABYLON 5. A year’s membership is £10 UK payable to A. Ali (overseas £15 UK/$20 US — cash only). Our quarterly newslet- 
ters features reviews, previews, interviews, letters and more. For more info send a SASE (or IRC) to: BabCom, 14 Champion Grove, London SE5 8BW UK. 


